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Objectives

Â ISBT 128 Blood Product Review

Â ISBT 128 ïTissue History

Â Key Deliverables with ISBT 128

Â Drivers for Change

Â Challenges

Â A New Approach

Â Points to Ponder



ISBT 128 for Blood Products

DIN

Product 
Code

ABORh 

Expiration 
Date & Time

Special Testing



ISBT 128 ïTissue History

Å2000 ïEnglandôs National Blood Service  
Tissue Banking Service
ÅProject to evaluate suitability for tissue 

labeling

ÅCo-operative effort ICCBBA Inc and UK  
Tissue Banks
ÅTissue product database

ÅTissue labeling standard



ISBT 128 ïTissue History

ÅCountries using ISBT 128 for tissue

ÅEngland 

ÅDenmark

ÅUS ???



ISBT 128 ïTissue History

Å2006 - NATTAG (North American Tissue 
Technical Advisory Group) formed

ÅAATB

ÅICCBBA



ISBT 128 ïTissue History

ÅNATTAG update

ÅExchanged ideas

ÅImproved understanding of ISBT 128 in the 
tissue community

ÅRaised awareness for need to standardize



ISBT 128 ïTissue History

ÅNATTAG update

ÅTissue terminology standardization in 
progress



ISBT 128 ïTissue History

ÅNATTAG update

ÅEvaluating tissue community needs

ÅICCBBA staff have visited several major tissue 
banks

ÅUnique id  - improve traceability

ÅStandardization of coding

ÅChallenges 

ÅCommon terminology

ÅLabel design for product packaging



Key Deliverables of ISBT 128

ÅGlobally unique, electronically readable, DIN

ÅStandardized, electronically readable, product      

coding

ÅStandard encoding of other critical information

ÅExpiration date                                                                                                              



Drivers for Change

ÅHigh priority ïunique DIN

ÅEliminate duplication

ÅReduce transcription errors

ÅImprove traceability

ÅEnhance patient safety



Drivers for Change

ÅStandardization of product coding

ÅGlobal objective

ÅEnhances effectiveness of biovigilance programs

ÅEnd user demand  



Drivers for Change

ÅStandard encoding of other information

ÅReduces transcription error risks

ÅMore effective electronic controls



Challenges

ÂStandard Terminology

ïProprietary product names

ïLabel design

ÁSmall containers 

ÁNot compatible with proprietary names


