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Joint Commission Tissue Updates 
for 2009

ÂOverview of 2009 Joint Commission 
Standards

ÂHow are you meeting standards in your 
facility?

ÂGuidance materials available



2009 Joint Commission Standards

ÂTS.03.01.01: The hospital uses 
standardized procedures for managing 
tissues

ïHospital assigns responsibility to one or more 
individuals for overseeing acquisition, receipt, 
storage, and issuance of tissues throughout 
the hospital 

ïDevelops and maintains standardized written 
procedures



2009 Joint Commission Standards

ÂTS.03.01.01: The hospital uses 
standardized procedures for managing 
tissues

- Uses tissue suppliers registered with FDA 

and maintain a state license when required

- Coordinates all tissue activities throughout 
the hospital

- Follows supplier/manufacturerôs written 
directions



2009 Joint Commission Standards

ÂTS.03.01.01: The hospital uses 
standardized procedures for managing 
tissues

- Documents receipt of all tissues

- Verifies and documents upon receipt that 
package integrity is met and transport 
temperature was controlled and acceptable

- Maintains daily records of controlled 
environment temperatures



2009 Joint Commission Standards

ÂTS.03.01.01: The hospital uses 
standardized procedures for managing 
tissues

- Monitors temperatures of refrigerators, 

freezers, nitrogen tanks, and other storage 
equipment

- NOTE 1: Continuous temperature recording 
is NOT required but may be available with 
some continuous monitoring systems



2009 Joint Commission Standards

ÂTS.03.01.01: The hospital uses 
standardized procedures for managing 
tissues

- NOTE 2: Continuous monitoring NOT 
required for room temp tissue

- Equipment used to store tissues at a 
controlled temperature have functional 
alarms and emergency backup

NOTE: Room temp tissue, alarms NOT 
required



2009 Joint Commission Standards

ÂTS.03.01.01: The hospital uses 
standardized procedures for managing 
tissues

- Complies with state/federal regulations

when acting as a tissue supplier

- NOTE: FDA considers routine 
policy/practice of shipping tissue to 
another facility as distribution, required 
FDA registration


