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18 yrs Cardiovascular Perfusion

37 yrs Autologous Blood Salvage / Perioperative Blood Management

14 yrs Autologous Platelet-Leukocyte Enriched PlasmañPlatelet Gelò

4 yrs President of the American Board of Clinical Autotransfusion

AABB Activities ïMember since 1988

4 yrs Perioperative Standards Cmte. ïCo-authored 1st & 2nd Editions + Guidance

3 yrs Perioperative Accreditation ïAssessor

3 yrs Perioperative Accreditation Cmte. & Liaison to Quality Systems

31 yrs Allied Health Care Group Contract 3rd Party Provider of Perioperative Services

7 yrs Perioperative Consulting Services ïTo Hospitals & Private Groups

In the United States, Europe, Australia and Central America

K.C. Roberts, MS, CP, CCA
Founder/CEO VLI

Perioperative Blood Management Consultants - 1978

My Avocation
25 yrs Professional Magician
Past ñAtlanta Magician of the Yearò

& Member of the Order of Merlin

International Brotherhood of Magicians



ñBlood transfusion medicine has to be one of the most

important developments in the history of Medicine.

Without the high quality of blood banking, we enjoy today, here

in the U.S., much of the progress in Medicine would never have

happened, Especially in Surgery.ò

Personal Observations

ñI am in awe of your ability to maintain the highest levels of 

science, safety, inventory and standards.

I have learned so much through my association with blood bankers 

and the AABB. As a Clinician, Assessor & Consultant, the most 

important factors are:

Åmeeting everyoneôs needs and

Åhow to integrate surgical scenarios with alternative transfusion 

options, that comply with current AABB Standards.

My observation in the operating room isé

If you choose not to know appropriate transfusion practicesé

Then it simply becomes Magic!



ñIntellectual Coherenceò

At The Right Timeé

Doing The Right Thingsé

For The Right Reasons.

Perioperative Blood Management is abouté



Is Perception Reality? ñPerception is always

An Opinioné

ñIt involves Judgment

by the Observer.ò



Haynes A et al. N Engl J Med 2009;10.1056/NEJMsa0810119

Elements of the Surgical Safety Checklist

If there is a risk of blood loss of 

at least 500 ml (or 7 ml/kg of body 

weight, in children), then access 

and fluids are available.

How is your

facility assessing

transfusion risks

in the OR?

Is it evidence-based?



The Basics
ÅWhat we do in the operating room

ÅWhat is driving our profession

ÅSupply and Demand

ÅKnown & Unknown Risks

ÅAcceptable Practices

Blood Product Consistency
ÅQuality Systems

ÅRegulatory AABB Standards

Improvement Process
ÅEvidence-Based Outcomes

ÅClinical & Cost Comparatives


